20 September 2019
European Commission
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200
1049 Brussels
By email: president.juncker@ec.europa.eu

Article 50 negotiations and your comments to Sky News
Dear President Juncker,
We are writing to you to respond to your recent interview with Sophy Ridge from Sky News, during
which you stated that “Brexit will happen” and “we can have a deal”.
As 16 Liberal Democrat members of the European Parliament, elected with a clear mandate to stop
Brexit and remain in the European Union, we wish to remind you that there are millions of pro-European
UK citizens who are fighting for an alternative to Brexit.
As the reality of Brexit becomes apparent, public opinion on this matter in the UK is changing. This is
demonstrated by the European election results, which saw Remain parties gain a higher overall share
of the vote in May than parties seeking a hard Brexit. Furthermore, the former Prime Minister Theresa
May failed to gain a mandate for taking the UK out of the Single Market and Customs Union in June
2017.
The Liberal Democrat campaign for a People’s Vote is stronger than ever, and if we secure it we will
urge voters to keep the UK in the EU. If there is a General Election instead, we could have a majority
Liberal Democrat Government in a few weeks, committed to revoking Article 50 and remaining in the
EU as a sincere and purposeful European partner.
While we understand that, for the time being at least, you have no choice but to negotiate with
representatives of Prime Minister Johnson’s administration, we would remind you that Johnson leads
an unstable minority Government, 37 seats short of a majority. He therefore lacks a clear democratic
mandate to negotiate Brexit on behalf of the UK.
The British Prime Minister has resorted to shutting down British democracy in an attempt to force
through Brexit. It would be a mistake for the European institutions to reward this authoritarian
behaviour. What kind of message would that send to other populists with autocratic tendencies who are
seeking to undermine liberal democracy across Europe?
Please do not fall into the trap of thinking that compromising with Boris Johnson now will in any way
“solve” the British relationship with Europe – or that you must agree a deal to avoid a disastrous “no
deal” outcome. As you know, the UK Parliament has legislated to ensure that the Government cannot
crash the UK out of the EU without a deal.

We feel greatly ashamed of the fact that for so many years, you have had to deal with consecutive
British Prime Ministers who have undermined the EU and the UK’s role within it.
On behalf of the millions of pro-Europeans we represent in the UK, we ask for your patience and support
at this difficult time for our country. The reckless actions of Prime Minister Johnson are rejected by the
majority of people in the UK. We do not believe Brexit is inevitable and neither should you.
Those of us who support Europe, also need Europe's support.
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