1

Dear Friends, dear Comrades,
We find ourselves at a very particular moment of our common political
destiny as a parliamentary group and as politicians fighting relentlessly
for a better life for the many. Most of our national parties are under
intense pressure. Many of our traditional voters and younger
generations are losing faith in our capacity to protect and to improve their
well-being in an ever faster changing and increasingly volatile world.
It is my deep conviction that, provided that we stand united, we have all it takes to master our
common destiny and to bring social democracy back to full strength. Our aim must be to turn the
epochal transformations our civilisation is faced with – such as the sustainability challenge,
globalisation and disruptive digitalisation – into drivers for positive change, quality jobs, and wellbeing for all. If, once more, we manage to develop a political agenda that credibly and realistically
serves this end, social democracy can and will remain our societies’ engine of positive change.
In this battle, our S&D group is the progressive movement’s best asset. We are a unique community
of extraordinary people, a united diversity of engaged women and men, generations and national
backgrounds. I firmly believe that, together, we can make the radical change happen that our
societies so desperately need and contribute decisively to the renewal of social democracy, its
narrative and policies.1
Being so close to the next European elections, we need to embark on this journey without any undue
delay. Most of all, we must continue to believe in our chance to turn the next European elections
into a victory for the values of progressive politics. Let us start campaigning now, and use every
single day to regain our ground, not least through our parliamentary work, but also by fighting
beyond the institutional walls.
To this end, we should, first and already in April, define a clear plan for the political battles we want
to take on and win during the remainder of this parliamentary term. Embedding this set of clear
priorities in a far more cohesive political strategy with the PES, with our national parties and our
national parliamentary groups must be a key part of this endeavour. Second, we also need to start
preparing strong messages for the upcoming electoral campaign. To be as relevant as possible to
our electorates, these should be focussed on the fight against economic, social, gender and
territorial inequalities, the development of a fair migration agenda, progressive trade, and policies
to cater for a healthy environment for all. In so doing, we can build on the framework provided by
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals for 2030, which - as our friend Jeffrey Sachs
rightly puts it - are in essence social democrat goals paving the way towards a new, fairer and
sustainable society.
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Some of the inputs I would like to give to such a process are already laid out in an article titled ‘The Social Democracy
To Come’ which I have co-authored with our friend Poul Nyrup Rasmussen a while ago.
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This must go hand in hand with assertive and effective communications work of which a new
approach towards citizens’ participation and involvement must be a key pillar. Heading to the
European elections, we need to develop and practice direct democracy tools to integrate the
activism of local social movements, youth and women’s rights groups as well as trade unions in our
campaign. To some extent, we will be able to build on our existing initiatives such as Together,
Progressive Society or the Global Progressive Forum to achieve this. Yet, I am keen to work with you
in order to develop additional and innovative instruments to maximise the impact of our
mobilisation efforts as well as to form new and re-confirm existing societal alliances that help
further the progressive cause.
My work as a committee coordinator, as a national delegation leader and as a Vice-President have
taught me that our ideas - when solidly built and well argued - can often generate majority support.
And even if they fail to do so, we must always stand by our convictions and values and continue to
work and mobilise in their spirit in order to stand a better chance of winning tomorrow. My fight
against fiscal austerity alongside the European trade union movement, leading our group to reject
the toughening of the stability pact through the six-pack legislation, my fight resulting in the
imposition of caps on bankers’ bonuses, or my efforts to change the European Fund for Strategic
Investment (EFSI) into a tool for sustainability, social cohesion and re-convergence illustrate this.
Most recently, my work as a Group Vice-President to develop a far more strategic and integrated
policy agenda on sustainability in Europe, including the launch of the Progressive Society initiative
together with Isabelle Thomas and Kathleen van Brempt, demonstrates my profound and sincere
commitment to the aim of strengthening the potential and impact of our group’s work.
I firmly believe that the way ahead can be a successful one for social democracy. If we focus on our
core strengths of teamwork and solidarity, we will be able to renew our movement and make it fit
for the challenges of our times. This will not be an easy job - but one that can be done as long as we
stand united. I would be humbled if I could earn your trust to contribute to this endeavour as the
President of the Group of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament.
In Solidarity,
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